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Start Strong Assessment Overview

What: ❏

❏

❏

❏

A standardized assessment in ELA, Mathematics, and Science 

Based on a subset of prioritized prior-year academic standards 

Administered in 45–60 minutes per subject

Provided immediate results to educators through the assessment platform

When: ❏ Administered in October 2021

Why: ❏

❏

❏

Intended to provide information to complement other existing measures used 
by educators to evaluate the needs of students

Satisfied federal statewide assessment requirements to administer general 
assessments in English Language Arts, Mathematics, and Science for the 
2020-2021 school year.

Did not replace the spring 2022 New Jersey Student Learning Assessments 
(NJSLA) statewide summative assessments or are predictive of their results.



Start Strong Grade & Content Alignment

*Students beginning Algebra I, Geometry, and/or Algebra II in the 2021–2022 school year may have taken different mathematics courses depending on their 
individual course pathways. The Start Strong Assessments for Algebra I and Geometry are based on the Grade 8 learning standards and, therefore, measure 
some of the same concepts. The Start Strong Assessment for Algebra 1 contains more items from the Grade 8 learning standards relevant to algebraic 
concepts, and the Start Strong Assessment for Geometry contains more items from the Grade 8 learning standards relevant to geometry concepts.



Start Strong Support Levels

Start Strong Support Levels Descriptor

Level 1 Strong Support May Be Needed

Level 2 Some Support May Be Needed

Level 3 Less Support May Be Needed

The Start Strong Assessments provided information about the levels of 
support that students might need in a particular subject area.



Start Strong Individual Student Reports 
(ISR’s)

● There is an individual student 
report (ISR) for every subject that a 
student tested in.

● An ISR outlines the major concepts 
covered on the assessment, and 
how the student scored on those 
concepts.

● An ISR also suggests whether a 
student needs strong, some, or less 
support in that particular subject 
area.

ISR’s can be accessed via the Genesis 
Parent Portal.



Section One: 
District Analysis



M O NTGO M E R Y T O W N S H I P

2021-22 Fall Start Strong

ELA/Language Arts

Grade

Total  
#

students  

Tested

Support Levels

Strong Support  
May be

Needed  

(Level 1)

Some Support  
May be

Needed 

(Level 2)

Less Support  
May be

Needed 

(Level 3)

2021-22 2021-22 2021-22 2021-22 2021-22 2021-22

# of students % of total # of students % of total # of students % of total

4 3 2 6 6 8 21% 6 5 2 0 % 193 5 9 %

5 3 5 5 3 0 8 % 6 2 17% 2 6 3 7 4 %

6 3 4 8 4 2 12% 7 9 2 3 % 227 6 5 %

7 4 2 2 41 1 0 % 8 5 2 0 % 2 9 6 7 0 %

8 4 0 0 4 9 12% 6 5 16% 2 8 6 7 2 %

9 3 9 5 3 5 9 % 41 1 0 % 319 81%

10 3 5 9 3 5 1 0 % 5 3 15% 271 7 5 %

All Grades 2 ,605 3 0 0 12% 4 5 0 17% 1,855 71%



M O NTGO M E R Y T O W N S H I P

2021-22 Fall Start Strong

ELA/Language Arts
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M O NTGO M E R Y T O W N S H I P

2021-22 Fall Start Strong

Mathematics

Grade

Total  
#

students  

Tested

Support Levels

Strong Support  
May be

Needed  

(Level 1)

Some Support  
May be

Needed 

(Level 2)

Less Support  
May be

Needed 

(Level 3)

2021-22 2021-22 2021-22 2021-22 2021-22 2021-22

# of students % of total # of students % of total # of students % of total

4 3 2 6 7 0 21% 5 9 18% 197 6 0 %

5 3 5 7 6 0 17% 7 8 2 2 % 219 61%

6 3 4 7 41 12% 9 3 2 7 % 213 61%

7 4 2 2 3 6 9 % 132 31% 2 5 4 6 0 %

8 3 9 9 104 2 6 % 112 2 8 % 183 4 6 %

Alg I (HS) 3 6 9 6 3 17% 6 9 19% 237 6 4 %

Geo (HS) 215 3 9 18% 4 2 2 0 % 134 6 2 %

Alg II 6 2 2 0 3 2 % 21 3 4 % 21 3 4 %

All Grades 2,497 4 3 3 17% 6 0 6 2 4 % 1,458 5 9 %



M O N TGO M E R Y T O W N S H I P

2021-22 Fall Start Strong
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M O NTGO M E R Y T O W N S H I P

2021-22 Fall Start Strong
Science

Grade

Total  
#

students  

Tested

Support Levels

Strong Support  
May be

Needed  

(Level 1)

Some Support  
May be

Needed 

(Level 2)

Less Support  
May be

Needed 

(Level 3)

2021-22 2021-22 2021-22 2021-22 2021-22 2021-22

# of students % of total # of students % of total # of students % of total

6 3 4 5 6 5 19% 129 3 7 % 151 4 4 %

9 3 9 2 4 4 11% 176 4 5 % 172 4 4 %

12 3 6 2 103 2 8 % 7 5 21% 184 51%

All Grades 1,099 212 19% 3 8 0 3 5 % 5 0 7 4 6 %



M O NTGO M E R Y T O W N S H I P
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Section Two: 
Demographic Analysis



32%

8%

22%

14%14% 16%
20%

18%
19%

23%

78%

52%

58%
63% 64%

0%

10%

20%

30%

50%

40%

60%

70%

80%

100%

90%

M O NT G O M E R Y T O W N S H I P

2021-22 Fall Start Strong Performance by Subgroup 
Race
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M O NT G O M E R Y T O W N S H I P
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M O NT G O M E R Y T O W N S H I P

2021-22 Fall Start Strong Performance by Subgroup 
Race

Science

Distribution by Achievement Level (All Grades)

Asian Black

Strong Support May be Needed

Hispanic

Some Support May be Needed

Multiple White

Less Support May be Needed
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M O NT G O M E R Y T O W N S H I P

2021-22 Fall Start Strong Performance by Subgroup 
Program

ELA/Language Arts

Distribution by Achievement Level (All Grades)

F/R Lunch Section 504 

Strong Support May be Needed

ELL

Some Support May be Needed

SpecEd GenEd

Less Support May be Needed
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M O NT G O M E R Y T O W N S H I P
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Program
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M O NT G O M E R Y T O W N S H I P

2021-22 Fall Start Strong Performance by Subgroup 
Program

Science

Distribution by Achievement Level (All Grades)
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Start Strong Assessments: Key Takeaways

● The results of the Start Strong Assessment mirrors historical trends in New Jersey’s 
standardized assessment data.

● The observations from the Start Strong Assessment are consistent with national 
pandemic-era observations:

○ Unfinished learning may be greater in math than in reading.
○ Unfinished learning may be greater for elementary students than for older 

students.
○ For historically underserved student populations, gaps continue to persist.

Defining Unfinished Learning: A term used by the NJDOE, unfinished learning
refers to concepts students have not mastered yet, including knowledge they
will need in order to grasp upcoming skills, standards, and/or concepts.



Intervention Strategies

Intervention strategies that address the needs of students:

● content area supervisors work closely with teachers in identifying standards, 
skills, and concepts not adequately grasped

● student performance is regularly monitored, analyzed, and discussed by staff 
including teachers, counselors, and administrators at team/department 
meetings

● Data is continuously used to help determine the efficacy of instructional 
practices



Universal 

Supports for All  

Students

I&RS
Recommendations  

and/or 

Targeted 

Classroom 

Supports

Referral & 

Evaluation

New Jersey Tiered System of Supports



Intervention Strategies

Elementary (Grade 4)

● assessment results are used during “data 
days” to aid with academic support decisions 
(data days = deep dive into achievement)

● flexible classroom based strategy groups
● district reading specialist

Middle (Grades 5-8)

● informed groupings in classrooms
● one-on-one conferencing
● mandated “flex time” for those who need 

“strong support”
● most students were discussed at 

guidance/admin meetings to see what 
correlation could be noted in various areas

High (Grades 9-12)

● after school support
● mandatory study hall
● Mathematics lab course
● Literacy Skills Lab course at MHS for students 

who demonstrate a more significant skill 
deficiency in writing and reading



Important to Note

In consideration with the different design and purpose of Start Strong 
compared to the NJSLA, the NJDOE strongly discourages districts from 
comparing any individual student, school, or district Start Strong data to any 
state-level data for Start Strong or to any NJSLA data.
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